REGILDING THE CRESCENT
practical business, for it can only encourage cal-
lousness to the declining prestige   of Turkey.
If the   Moors  in   Spain,  who   were  orthodox
Mohammedans, had left  everything to Provi-
dence, would  they   have  made  such  efficient
irrigation works, or would they have developed
the silver mines ?   A sharp, if unpleasant, anti-
dote might be furnished by decorating the walls
of their schoolrooms with   maps   showing the
past  and  present area  of Turkey in  Europe.
This suggestion is not offered with any view to
inflaming   the   rising   generation    with   futile
dreams of reconquest, for Europe is in unani-
mous accord with the diplomatist who declared
that land once wrested from Islam must never
again be permitted to return  under its rule.
What is needed is to inspire in Turkish youths
the ambition to guard what is left, less by the
sword than by good government.
In their illiberality on all matters of public
education, the majority of the Ulema are sadly
retrograde. Not thus did the great Mohamme-
dans of olden time exclude western ideals.
Harun Al Haschid made a Nestorian Super-
intendent of his schools, and the Universities of
Granada and Cordova frequently engaged Jews
as teachers, for the Moslems of those days held
that a man's learning was of greater importance
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